Green Schools Newsletter
All this waste we have to ban it, if we want to save our planet!

Dear Parents,
This is an update as to what has been going on in school with regards to the Green Schools Project as the end of yet another school year looms. We’d like to extend a huge thank you to the group of parents and children who turned up on Saturday 21st April for our Green Action Day.  We got lots of work done and as a result the school is slowly but surely turning green!  Our beans are loving the bamboo tepees that they are climbing all over and as for the sunflowers, they are thriving.  Its just such a pity that the children are going to miss them blooming – look out for some photos on the website!  All this means that our Friday gardening group have been kept busy.
We have kept up our Friday trips to the local Bring Centre on Sweeney’s Terrace.  These have proved to be very popular and congratulations to all the families who have started to think about recycling their plastics and are actually doing something about it!  Just think of the difference that you are all making.  Please, please don’t stop the good work over the summer.  We’ve included a map to the Bring Centre that we use, just in case the children can’t remember the way!  We will be continuing these trips in September. 
We have done a lot of work and made a lot of changes over the past 6 months on our journey towards our first Green Flag.  The biggest of these changes is combating our litter problem.  Litter had never really been collected around the school before.  Just before Easter, the children took part in a litter survey and as a result a litter rota has been devised, where four children collect the litter after lunch every day.  This has made a remarkable difference.  The biggest problem in relation to litter was that it blew in under the railings and so we were collecting other people’s rubbish!  The Green Committee felt very strongly about this and wrote to the Council requesting the installation of some public rubbish bins on Donore Avenue.  Their perseverance was rewarded recently with the installation of 2 bins outside of the school.  Before this there were actually only 2 bins on the whole length of Donore Avenue, from Sally’s Bridge down to Cork Street.  The Committee should be commended for their hard work.
The school website – www.stcatherinesns.net has recently been updated with a whole section dedicated to the Green School’s Project, make sure you have a look.
From September we plan to use natural cleaning products throughout the school.  We plan to use the Lilly’s range of products.  This will be a huge change and again will add to our efforts.  The use of these products will definitely lead to healthier, environmentally friendly school.  If anyone is interested, feel free to check the products out on www.lillysecoluv.com.
The committee meet for their final meeting of this school year today, to discuss ideas and objectives for September and beyond.  I’m sure there will be great ideas emerging!

Finally, we’d like to wish everyone ‘happy holidays’ and don’t forget to continue with all the green work!!!

