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    Code of Behaviour and Anti-Bullying Policy 
          Our six School Rules are explained to the children every year and a copy sent to each home. These rules are grounded in the principles of our ethos statement – the need to keep our school a happy place for all, and the primacy of the Golden Rule: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.

          The reasons for each rule are discussed with the children at an age-appropriate level, and we ask parents to read and discuss the rules at home. The rules are repeated and reinforced in the classroom and playground by the school staff. In order to help prevent behaviour problems, the children are carefully supervised during the day and encouraged to report any incidents that hurt them personally. These incidents are investigated and followed up where necessary. Good behaviour is rewarded by praise and may be mentioned in school assembly.

           When minor breaches of the rules occur, they are normally dealt with “on the spot”. The child may be told off, and sanctions such as missing playtime or doing extra work may be used. If a child is regularly misbehaving, parents will be informed and the problem will be discussed. The aim would be that parents and teacher(s) would co-operate to help the child improve his behaviour.

            In the case of serious misbehaviour, the child will be given a “white card” (see example below). The card must be signed by the parents and returned to the school. It would be expected that parents would deal seriously with whatever incident led to the issuing of the card. A white card may also be issued for persistent “low-level” misbehaviour; in such cases the child will be warned that this may happen and given the chance to improve.

            We ask that any parent who may feel that the white card was unfair, or who has any query about it, would discuss this with the teacher or principal rather than treat the card as unimportant. The essential factor in good school discipline is co-operation and support between school and home.

             If a child receives a second white card, the parents are asked to come to the school to meet with the teacher and principal. At this meeting it would be expected that the parents and child would give a serious undertaking that such misbehaviour will not happen again. If a child receives a third white card, he or she will be automatically suspended for three days, and will only be re-admitted to the school if the parents accompany him to another meeting where the behaviour problems will be further discussed. It must be stressed that this is a procedure which occurs very rarely indeed.

             A child whose behaviour does not improve after being suspended for three days may be subject to longer periods of suspension, up to a maximum of ten school days. In the very rare circumstance where (a) a child’s behaviour is posing a threat to  the safe and effective operation of the school and (b) the child’s parents have been uncooperative in helping the school and child overcome the problem, the Board of  Management reserves the right to expel the child from the school. In such cases, the parents will be informed in writing of the Board’s decision and of their rights to appeal under Section of the Education Act. 
             We ask that parents would let the school know if they become aware of any discipline problem such as bullying. Sometimes a child may not want parents to inform the school of this sort of issue; however it is really essential if the school is to tackle the problem. We also stress to the pupils that any behaviour or incident which makes them feel unsafe or unhappy should be reported immediately to a responsible adult, and that this is not “telling tales”. The topics of bullying and personal safety are covered in The Social, Personal and Health Education lessons.

               One of our important school rules relates to good school attendance. This is an area in which parental support is vital. It is the responsibility of all parents to ensure that (1) their child attends school every day except in the case of illness and/or medical appointment (2) a written explanation of every absence is furnished to the school on the day of the child’s return at the latest. This is now required by the National Educational Welfare Act. Parents should be aware that the names of children who have missed 20 or more days in any school year, or who are absent from school in “patterns”, e.g. missing one day per week, must now be given by the school to the Educational Welfare Officer (formerly known as the School Attendance Officer).

*********************************************************************

Sample white card:

